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A PARSEE DEED OF PARTITION MORE 
THAN 150 YEARS OLD: A FORM OF 

SLAVERY REFERRED TO THEREIN· 
R ead on 27th February 1901. 

Pres ident-LIEuT. COL. G. WATERS, I.M.S. 

The documeut, which I propose Bubmitting before the 
Sooiety this evening, is an old deed of partition in a Parsee 
family of Surat. It is dated Kartuk vad 3, Savant 1892 . So 
it is about 155 years old. It is a deed of partition between the 
heirs of a Parsee gentleman named Nowrojee Kersasjce llomjee 
Unwala. From the document, we can determine the following 
genealogical tree of heirs :-

Nowrojee Kers;\sjee Homj ee Unwala. 
I 

I. I I I 
I]omjce Kavasjec Manockjec TehmnJjee 

I~----~----~----~ 
I 1 I I 

i1anibai, widow Burjorjee Eduljee Dorabjee 
of Homjce. 

The distribution of property takes place among the three 
living SOl1 S of Nowrojee and the widow aud three sons of his 
deceased son. 'rhe widow, Ranibai, is called ~H<1, a word 
which draws our sp ecial attention . It seems to be used in 
Lhe sense of housewife. The word ;)A~~, as now used, 
means a gentlemau. 

The distl'ibution of property took place in the presence 
of Desai Rustomj ee 'l'ehmuljee. 1'he chief Desais of Nows3ri 
in those times generally took a part in the private ettlement 
of family disputes about property. 

Four gentlemen were appointed as arbitrators to go into 
the family accounts and settle the shares. 

* '01. VI, No. 1, pp. 12-1 6. 

mer
Schreibmaschinentext
Originalveröffentlichung in: Modi, Jivanji Jamshedji: Anthropological Papers: Papers
(mostly on Parsee subjects) read before the Anthropological Society of Bombay.
Bombay: The British India Press,
1911, S. 167-172.



168 A PARSEE DEED OF PARTl'IION. 

The most important part of the property of the d eceased 
which is divided by this document is his slaves. 'rhe words 
of the document are :-

Jllr.tl'1 qJl~, ;y ~~l"i1"'I'e ':i"3J~~ail ~cfl"i1 "till (.{t~ "i1~ail c{jllct. 1~~; 
'-t'11tlr.tl'11l({t-il "tR"il GiPt 1~ r.titrt"tl -il-u{l ({t<.[t 7t~ail c{j:)lct. 
1. o. '1'he details of the prop~rty of ~laves) etc.) whieh btl ­
louged to ~owroj ec) ami which is divided. At fir st) thc detailc 
of the slave K oli:i, who were equally divided and lot ::; drawn. 

Then follow the names of the slave Koli s who go to the 
lots of the difftl rent heirs. 

1'0 the share of the heirs of the deceased SOil) go three 
slaves and a half; of these three an d a half) one is male and 
·the rest two and a haI£ are females. The llame of the half 
sla\'e is Ji;)l ({t She is considered as half slave) because vuu 
Nusherwa ujee Dadajee Khllrshedjee is lIJ entioned as the pos­
sessor of the other half share in this woman (1tt~,qi<t!? 'eloel!? 

'~J,ttoe!? "tutt ~~~l J){~t.t ~ ). Again, she goes to the lot of 
one of the heirs with all her C'il~~i i . e.,) children. 

Tu the ::iame way I to the share of the fil'st surviving son 
Kavasjee, there go five slaves and a half, among whom also 
th ere are female slaves with children. '1'h e slave by naullJ 
Lalee, who is termed, as it were, half a slave, is shared by this 
heir and by the above-mentioned heir. The deed is signed 
on the left, as usual in the Indian documents) by the sharers 
of the property, and on the right by eleveu witneslSes. 

Now the question ilS what are these Jtlr.tl'1 (gol:ims) or 
slaves ? \Vhat is the form of slavery referred to herein ? 

It is a kind of slavery that W,\ S prevalent to a great extent 
in Gujerat abollt 100 years ago) and is still prevalent,they say, to 
a small extent, in a modified form) in some of the N ati ve Stll tes. 
f .. arge agriculturists or zam inclu l's, i.u., proprietors of land, 
had in their service a certain n umber of people) generally of 
the tribe known as R olis. 'r hey were fed aUll clothed' by their 
masters. ~Whe ll they g l'ew up) they were eVen married by theit' 

• mastera, if they serVf,d them long and faitbfnlly. In return), 










