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“PARSEE LIFE IN PARSEE SONGS: PART 1.
CRADLE SONGS.’*

Read on 28th November 1900.
President—L1EUT. COL. G. WATERS, 1. M. S.

The late Prof. James Darmesteter’s paper on “Afghan Lifc,
in Afghan Songs” bas suggested to me the title and the subject-
of this paper. 1 well remember a morning of January 1887,
when the late Professor and myself were examining in Surab
the private library of the late Ervad Jamshedjee Manockje¢
Unwala, a learned old priest, who was a fortunate possessor
of many cld manuscripts on Irinian subjects. A Parsee lady
of Mr. Unwala’s family was then singing, in an adjoining, room
a cradle song to Iull her child to sleep. Prof. Darmesteter,
heard it with pleasure and interest, and tried to understand its
meaning. The incident and the above paper of Prof. Dar-
mesteter, made me-take an interest in the simple songs of
simple country folks. One of the cradle songs given in this
paper is the song which we had heard at Surat, and which is
very commonly sung in Parsee houses.

It was that interest, created in me by Prof. Darmestete
that made me collect, wheu in Paris in 1887, a few songs of
the Parisians, In my paper! on “The Dhangars and Dhivars
of Mahibleshwar,” read before our Socicty on the 28th of No-
vember 1874, I have given a few of the nursery songs of one
of these tribes. In my paper? on ‘‘mrarar @ (The Chariot of
the Goddess)—a supposed temedy for driving out an epide-
mic,” read before our Society on the 30th of June 1897, 1
have given a few songs of the simple folk of the village of

* Vol, V., No, 8 pp. 429-13,

1 Journal of the Anthropological Bociety of Bombay, Vol, 111, No, 8,
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2 1bid, vol, 1V, No, 8, p, 419.
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Tithal, near Bulsir. I now propose giving in a few papers, a
few songs of my own community. I have already given the
marriage songs in my paper' on the “Marriage Customs
amongst the Parsees.”

As Prof. Darmesteter says, “The popular, anwritten poetry,
though despised and ignored by the reading classes, is of quite
a different character. 1t is the work of illiterate poets; but
it ropresents their feelings; il has life in it—the life of the
pepole; it is simple, . . . . it istrue to Nature, because
1t represents those ideas without any moral bias or literary
after-thought. Sometimes, therefore, it is powerful and
beautiful, becausc it renders simply and truly powerful pas-
sions or beautiful feelings.”? Further on he says, *“ Women,
however, have also their poetry and their poets . . but
that poetry goes hardly out of the walls of the Larem?”.
This also appears to be true, to a certain extent, of the Parsee
cradle songs. Though some of the old Parsee songs, sung
by women on Nadjote, marriage and such other gay occa-
sions, have seen the light of public print,”> their old cradle
songs have not as yet been published. In the case of marriage
songs, new songs, composed by better literary men, seem to
supersede the old songs. But, as they have Leen already once
printed, they will present opportunities for comparison in
fature, to any person taking an interest in them. But it is
not so in the case of the cradle songs, They have never been
publishad as yet. So, our Society will do some service by
preserving some of them at least in the columns of its
Journal.

1 Ibid vol. V, No. 4, p, 242 et seq.

2 The Contemporary Review of October (887,

3 The name of Mr. Boribjee Hormasjee is well known among Par:iee
ladies in this connection. He was not a person of any literary attainments,
but was, what Darmesteter calls an iliterate poet,. or if the word poet is too
Sured for such persong—a composer of songs., He hid published, for the
first t me in the early sixtles, a few old Parsee eongs, sung by Parsee
ladies in & book under the title of 3320 swu™’1, i e,, pleasant songs,



















































