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PTesident-LIEUT. COL. G. WATERS, I. M. S. 

The late Prof. James Darmestcter'l:! pllpcr on {(Afghan Ljfc, 
in Afghan Songs" has suggeiltcd to me the titlc and the subject. 
of this l'aper. I well remember a morning of January 1887, 
when the late Professor and l1lyself were examining in Surat 
thc private library of the late Ervad Jamsh edjec Manockjeo 
Unwulu, a le}'lr ned old priest, who was a fortunate possessor 
of many old manuscripts on lrtlniun suLjects. 11 Parsee lady 
of 1\1 r. Ullwala' 8- fami ly was then singing, in an adjoining, room 
a cradle song to lull hel' child to sleep. Prof. Darmesteter, 
heard it with pleasure and interest, and tl'ied to understand its 
meaning. The incident and the aLove papel' of Prof. Dar
mesteter, made me · take an interest in the simpJe songs of 
simple country folks . One of the cradle songs given in this 
paper is the song whi c h we had heard at Burat, and which is 
very commonly sung in Parsee bouses. 

It was that interest, created in me by Prof, Dal'mestetc 
that made me collect, wheu in Paris ill 1887 , a few songs of 
the P,u·isians. In my paperl on (t The Dhangars and Dhnvars 
of Mahableshwar/' r ead before our Society on th e 28th of No
vember i 87'tJ I have given it few of th!:l nursery so ngs of one 
of these tr ibes. In my paper'.! Oil "I1'Hrr::rr {Q" (The Ohariot or 
the Goddess)- a supposed I emedy for driving out an epide
mic/ ' read befo re our Society on the 30th of June 1897, I 
have given a few songs of the simple folk of the village of 

~ Vol, V. N o. 8, pp. 429-~3 . 

1 Journal of the Anthropological Society of Bombay., Vol . Ill, ~o. 8, 
p. ~m. 

2 l bld, Vol . IV, No, 8, P. 419. 

mer
Schreibmaschinentext
Originalveröffentlichung in: Modi, Jivanji Jamshedji: Anthropological Papers: Papers (mostly on Parsee subjects) read before the Anthropological Society of Bombay. Bombay:The British India Press, 1911, S. 140-157.



]:I Aitt:ll£E LiFl£ IN}:l ArtsEE t:lO ~ GS. 141 

l'ithal, near Bulstll·. I now propose gi ving iu a few papers, a 

few songs of my own cOllllllunity. I have already giy en the 
marriage songs in my paperl on th e (( Marriage Customs 

amongst the Parsees ." 

As Prof. Darmesteter says, "The popula t·, unwritten poetry, 
though despised aud ignored by the reading classes, is of quite 
a diffarent character. It is the work of illitel'ace poets; but 
it re pre~ ents thei,. feeling:;; it, has life in it-the life of the 
pepole; it is simple, . it is true to Nature, becaube 
it l'epresents those ideas without any moral ldas or literary 
after· thought. Sometimes, therefore, it is powerful and 
beautiful, because it renders simFly and tmly powel'ful pas
sioLls or beautiful feelings." :! Further on he says, ({ \Vomen, 
however, have also their poetl'y and their poets but 
that poeky goes hardly out of the walls of the harem". 
This also appears to be true, to a certain extent, of the Parsee 
cradle songs. 'l'hough some of the old Parsee songs, sur:g 
.by women on Naojote, mafl'iage aud sl!ch other gay occa
sions, have seen the light of public print/ their olJ cradle 
Songs have not as yet been published. In the case of marriage 
Songs, new songs, composed by better literary men, seem to 
supersede the old songs. But, as they ha r e l"een already once 
printed, they will present OPPOl'tu nities for coinparison in 
future, to any person taking an interest in them. But it is 
nob So in the case of the cradle songs. They have uerer been 
publish9d a~ yet. So, our Society will do some service by 
preserving some of thelll at leas t in the COlUffiD ti of its 
Journal. 

1 I bid vol. V, N o. 1-, p, 242 et scq. 
2 'l'he Contemporary Review of Ootober I be 7. 
3 The name uf Mr. Bor lb;ce lIOl'masjcc is well known amQllg 1'Ilrt ee 

ladies in this con uec t ioll. He was llot a perSoll 01' any liIerllry ntlainmenLs, 
but was, WiJ~lt JJarmes tetcr oaBs an i: Ji teratc poel ,. or ir t ha word poet is too 
8·l1red for such pers I)na-a cOl!lposer of songs. He h Id published, for tb.c 
lirst t me iD the e11'ly si xt ie8, a few old Parsee songs, sung 15y Pllr.;oe 
ladies in a book under the title of U;\o;:, '1~"II""I, i ll. , pleasant songs, 


































